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DI Sis, | Lowpon, Sept. 11, 1800. 
HOUGH I might find many excuses 
to postpone writing at present 3 
ut a favourable opportunity occurring, 
d being compelled by a sense of my 


eighty obligations to you, I could not 
t trouble you with a few lines.---I 


oubt not but you will be much surprized, 
nd perhaps grieved, (as many others 


ear that our expedition has not been at- 
ended with the smallest degree of suc- 
8, so far as we know. I believe none 
els the disappointment more sensibly 
jan I and my companions. It some- 
mes fills me with such shame and grief, 
is like to overwhelm me altogether ; 

and 


re) at my return, especially when you 
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and I much fear it will discourage th 
hearts and cause the hands of many 
the Lord's people to hang down, whk 
it will encourage his enemies, and ff 
their mouths with bitter reproaches 3 
gainst him and his truth. I am not, hoy. 
ever, amidst all my discouragement 
entirely destitute of a hope, that our lþ 
hours will yet, some way or other, (though 
I cannot tell how) prove conducive t 
the hastening of those happy days, whe 
the isles shall wait for the Redeemer 
law, and trust upon his saving arm. 


Since you last heard from me, I han 
my both mercy and judgment to Sing d 

s I expect will be the case while in tl 
SHEAR world. After the departure 
the Duff, notwithstanding the machin 
tions of our enemies, we continued | 
tolerable comfortable circumstances t 
April 1799, when the chief, on whom) 
mostly depended, was inhumanly mu 


dered while asleep; a civil war mined 
| ate! 
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tely ensued, in which almost every 
end we had was cut off. On the 10th 
May following, three of our brethren 
ere slain, their habitations plundered 
nd burnt ; and next day those of us who 
arrived, were, by the ferocious natives, 
ripped almost of every thing they could 
eprive us of, and left nearly as naked as 
ecame into the world. What a mercy in 
ch circumstances to have a treasure 
ond their reach, which would enrich 
to eternity! for, for a fortnight after- 
ards, our lives seemed in jeopardy every 
dur; and since, during a stay of about 
ne months that we were longer among 
em, I may truly say we were in deaths 
. 5 


The hand of providence seemed to me 
markably evident, in opening a door 
our escape, when things appeared at 
last extremity with us; for when we 
{repeated assurances both from friends 
| enemies, that our death was really 

deter- 


C* 3 
determined on by the reigning chief, (wy 
had been the murderer of our friend) ay 
was intended to be effected in a fortnight 
a ship named the Betsey of London cam 
to the island on January 22d, 1800, vit 
brother Harris of Otaheite on board, why 
had been stimulated merely by a desire d 
seeing us, to quit Otaheite for a time, au 
undertake a voyage to Port Jackson, whi 
ther she was bound. The captain n 
ceived us in the most friendly manne 
and generously offered us a pass 
thither in his cabin free of all expene 

which we all accepted, except one w 
had separated from' us immediately aſt 
the departure of the Duff. On our pu 
sage, which lasted sixteen days, our wa 
thy captain proved the sincerity of 
friendship, by treating us in the kinde 
manner imaginable, and at my depart! 
by an offer of five pounds to procure 
freshments on my way home, which 16 
not accept, not knowing if it might e 
be in my power to make a suitable reti 
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\ our arrival at Port Jackson, we found 
rother Cover ready to embark for Eu- 
pe in his Majesty's ship Reliance, and 
yon application to governor Hunter, he 
adily appointed us a passage on board 
r, at the same time supplying us with 
competency of cloathing, and a protec- 
on to prevent our molestation when we 
rived in England. We set sail from 
ort Jackson on the gd of March, and 
me home by the way of Cape Horn. 
r passage (though fine) was on many 
ena counts very uncomfortable, chiefly be- 
use of our company, which was the 
orst I ever met with; however through 
ercy we arrived safe at Spithead on 
onday the ist of Sept. from whence 
> proceeded to London on Friday the 
ind, where we had an interview with our 
artufWrectors on Monday evening; they in 
neral received us kindly, and seem to 
h 1 rde of our conduct. At present I am 
nt ei ie at a loss what to do; Ido not think 
retuß obligations to God or to the society 
in 
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in the least dissolved, nor I hope my 
sire of promoting his cause in the wy 
much abated ; but there appears zu 
obstacles to it in the South Sea lslank 
as seems, to me at least, insurmountali 
at this time, and which, if I mistake ne 
bespeak it not to be the time which 
Lord hath set to favour them. 


—- 


DESCRIPTION of the ISLAND of 
TONGATABOO. 


From Captain Cook's Voyages. 


ONGATABOO, or Tonga, (as the na- 
tives ſometimes call it) 1s about twenty 
ues in circumference, rather oblong, tho” 
oadeſt at the eaſt end, and its greateſt length 
from eaſt to weſt. The ſouth ſhore is ſtraight, 
afilting of coral rocks of about eight or ten 
t high, terminating perpendicularly, except 
ſome few places, where there are ſandy 
aches. The weft end is about five or fix 
les broad, and has a ſhore like that of the 
th ſide ; but the north ſide is environed with 
als and iſlands ; and the eaſt fide is, moſt 

bably, like the ſouth, 

his illand may, with propriety, be called 
dw one ; the only eminent part, to be ob- 
ed from a ſhip, is the S. E. point, though 
ny gently riſing and declining grounds are 
celvable by thoſe who are on ſhore, Tho? 
general appearance of the country does 
exhibit that beautiful kind of landſcape, 
duced by a variety of hills and vallies, ri- 
ets and lawns, yet it conveys an idea of the 
[t exuberant fertility, The ſurface, at a 
ance, ſeems entirely clothed with trees of 
Jous ſizes: but the tall cocoa palms raiſe 

r tufted heads high above the reſt, and are 
ble ornament to any country that produces. 
n. The boogo, which is a ſpecies of the 

s the largeſt fized tree upon the iſland ; 

the moſt common buſhes and ſmall trees, 
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much affected, reſpecting the foliage, as 


„„ 


on the uncultivated ſpots, are the pandany 
the faitanoo, ſeveral ſorts of hibiſcus, and: 
few others. Fg 7 . 

The climate of Tongataboo, from the ſity; 
tion towards the tropic, is more variable thin 
in countries far within that line ; though thy 
might, perhaps, be occaſioned by the eaſy 
of the year, which was now the winter ſolſtice 
The winds are generally from ſome point he 
tweerr 8. and E. The wind, indeed, ſome 
times veers to the N. E. or even N. W. hy 
never continues long, nor blows ſtrong fra 
thence, though often accompanied by hez 
rain, and cloſe ſultry weather. | 

The vegetable productions are never 


fed it all at once; but every leaf, as it fil 
is ſucceeded by another, which cauſes the wif 
pearance of univerſal ſpring. | 
A coral rock appears to be the bafis of el 
land, that being the only fort that preſet 
itſelf on the ſhore, There was not the x 
earance of any other ſtone except ſome ſn 
lue pebbles about the fiatookas, and 
ſmooth black ſtone, of which the natives mal 
their hatchets; and theſe have perhaps be 
brought from other iſlands in the neighbot 
hood, Though in many places the coral 
jects above the ſurface, the ſoil is in moſt q 
of a conſiderable depth. In cuftivated pi 
it is generally of a looſe black colour, ſet 
ingly produced by the retten vegetables. 
The principal of the cultivated fruits in 
iſland, are plantains, of which they have 
| ( 
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en varieties; the jambu and the eeevee; 
e latter being a kind of plumb; and vaſt 
1antities of ſhaddocks, as often found in a 
tural ſtate as planted. | 

Of yams there are two forts; one black, 
d ſo large as to weigh from twenty to thirty 
unds ; the other white and long, ſeldom ex- 
eling a pound in weight. There is a large 
ot called kappe; another like our white po- 
wes, called mawhaha; the talo, and the 
ee, ; * a. 

T hey have vaſt numbers of cocoa nut trees, 
d three other ſorts of palms. One is called 
00, growing almoſt as high as: the cocoa 
e and having very large leaves, plaited like 
fan. The other is a kind of cabbage tree, 
ch reſembling the cocoa, but rather thicker, 
third ſort is called ongo ongo; it ſeldom 
ows higher than five or fix feet. Plenty of 
cellent ſugar-cane is cultivated here; alſo 
urds, bamboo, turmeric; and a ſpecies of 


the a 
ge called matte; but the catalogue of uncul- 
ad ed plants is too large to be enumerated. * 


* There are no quadrupeds in this iſland, but 


2 dogs, and a few rats. Fowls of a large 
ighbo ed, are domeſticated here. | 

oral ole 0g the birds, are parrots, and parroquets, 

\olt pt koos, king-fiſhers, and a bird of the thruſh 

ed pa oa dull green colour, which is the 

ur, ns bird we could find here; but it com- 

les. tes in a great degree for the want of others, 

its in be force and melody of its voice. 
have among the other land birds are rails about 


ite of a pigeon, of a variegated grey 
colour 


Hy fly-catchers; a ſmall ſwallow; and 


CS] 
colour; a blac! ſort with reddiſh eyes; 
violet coots, with red bald crowns ; two { 


ſorts of pigeons, 
Of water fowl, are the ducks ſeen at An 


mooka ; tropic birds; blue and white her 
noddies; white terns; a new ſpecies 9 
leaden colour; a ſmall bluiſh curlew; an 
large ſpotted plover, f 

Among the animals of the reptile or in 
tribe, are ſea ſnakes, (though often ſeen 
ſhore) about three feet long, with alten 
black and white circles; {ome ſcorpion,, ; 
centipedes : alſo green guanoes, about eight 
inches long, and two ſmaller forts, Here 
ſome bceutiful moths and butterflies, andi 
very large ſpiders; together with others, mak 
in the whole about fifty different ſorts of inſe 

Though the fea abounds with fiſh, the var 
is leſs than might be imagined : thoſe in 
_ greateſt plenty are mullets; ſilver fiſh, 
wives, parrot fiſh, ſoles, leather jackets, 
cores, bonnettos, eels like thoſe about Pal 
ſton's Iſland, rays, a fort of pike, and ſome 
vil fiſh, | 

There are an endleſs variety of ſhell 
about the reefs and ſhoals ; among which 
the hammer oyſter; a large indentated oy! 
and many others; but. none of the com 
ſort; a gigantic cockle, panamas ; Coli 
pearl-ſhell oyſters, &c. Alſo ſeveral fort 
ſea-eggs; many curious ſtar-fiſh ; crabs; d 
fiſh, &c, and ſeveral ſorts of ſponge. 
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